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Rebecca M. Blank Center for Campus History



The Rebecca M. Blank 
Center for Campus History 
(CCH) seeks to expand and 

enrich UW-Madison’s 
historical narrative by 
centering the voices, 

experiences, and struggles of 
marginalized groups.

The UW-Madison Public 
History Project aims to 

recover and acknowledge 
the history of exclusion on 
campus through the voices 
of those who experienced 

and resisted it.



Center for Campus History Instagram

@UWCampusHistory



Center for Campus History Newsletter



Center for Campus History Publication - Siftings



Events & Public Programming



Curricular Materials



Curricular Materials



Final Report



Exhibition on view at the Chazen Museum of Art | September 12 – December 23, 2022
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Reckoning (noun)

1. The action or process of calculating or estimating 
something

2. A person’s view, opinion, or judgement
3. A bill or account, or its settlement



Notable “Firsts”

William Noland (1875) Mable Watson Raimey (1918)

First African American male graduate First African American female graduate 



Notable “Firsts” and Access

First women to graduate

The First Six (1865)

First Native American person and first 
Native American woman to graduate

Geraldine Harvey (1950)Mable Watson Raimey (1918)  

First African American female graduate 

53 years 32 years

85 years



The Medical School



“Protectionist” Policies

Excerpt from a Student Board 
Report on Discrimination, May 
1949, Courtesy of UW Archives.



“Protectionist” Policies

Excerpt from a Student Board 
Report on Discrimination, May 

1949, Courtesy of UW Archives.



The Culture of UW-Madison

”A sea of white!”
-- a Black student asked about UW in 1969



1964/1965 Negro Census



1964/1965 Negro Census

80 Black Undergraduates; 38 Black Graduate Students

Undergraduate Findings:
• Black students tend to have parents who are in professional trades – teachers, 

doctors, professors – or public employment – social work, postal service, IRS, 
etc.

• Very few came from “disadvantaged” backgrounds; many had experienced 
travel, had private education, integrated neighborhoods.
• “Disadvantaged? I suppose, by the standards we customarily apply, she 

certainly is. But, somehow, this tragic pair of parents gave their children two 
advantages that many rich people can’t provide: brains and determination.”



1964/1965 Negro Census

Undergraduate Findings:
• Students report being the only Black person in their dorm or house
• The girls report a lack of social life. “Negro boys like other boys move into wider 

social circles” through interracial dating.
• They report homesickness and difficulty forming meaningful friendships
• Reports that Black women are being segregated from white women in the 

dorms (later verified)

“The truly culturally deprived - i.e. the completely unmotivated Negro student is 
probably not attempting college. The motivated but deprived student who 
overcomes his obstacles is obviously a person of intelligence, judgement, and 
persistence.”



1964/1965 Negro Census

Graduate Findings:
• 38 Black graduate students; 28 male, 10 female.
• While 9 of the 80 undergraduate students are from Southern states; 26 of 36 

graduate students are from the South.
• Many are seeking academic careers and hope to return to the South to support 

their communities
• Most of the students' parents are not college educated or permanently employed
• Many report unpleasant, racist incidents (mostly in housing)



1964/1965 Negro Census

Overall Findings:

“Wisconsin, with the exception of Milwaukee, is an all-white state. The vast 
majority of our students come to college without ever having met or talked to a 
Negro. Most of them finish college without this experience. Twentieth century 
educational institutions cannot pretend to offer well-rounded education while this 
gap in social and cultural experience continues, as it does in most northern 
colleges and universities. What to do?

Increase Negro enrollment. Increased financial help is needed to bring out of state 
students here. The fact that so many of our undergraduates come from high level 
economic groups is no accident.”





“We understand that presenting this history in and of itself 
will not be enough. Uncovering the voices of the oppressed 

and marginalized is not necessarily a reckoning. 
Presenting racist history does not dispel racism. What we 

do with this history is where the real work begins.” 
– Public History Project 2021 Annual Report



Reckoning



Reckoning

Personal and Interpersonal



Reckoning

Personal and Interpersonal

Departmental, Unit, and/or Committee



Reckoning

Personal and Interpersonal

Departmental, Unit, and/or Committee

The University
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It is easy to opt out.



Abilene Christian University
Allegany College of Maryland (ACM)

Amherst College
Appalachian State University

Athens State University
Bard College

Brown University (Center for the Study of Slavery and Justice)
Bryn Mawr College

Centre College
The Citadel (South Carolina)

Clemson University
College of Charleston

College of William & Mary (Lemon Project)
Columbia University

Community College of Baltimore County
Dalhousie University (Canada)

Davidson College
Dickinson College

Elon University
Emory University

Francis Marion University
Franklin & Marshall College

Furman University
Georgetown University

George Mason University
Goucher College
Guilford College

Hampden-Sydney College
Hampton University
Harvard University
Hollins University

James Madison University
John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Johns Hopkins University
LaGrange College

Liverpool John Moores University (United Kingdom)
Longwood University

Loomis Chaffee School

Louisiana State University
Loyola University Maryland

Mars Hill University
McGill University (Canada)

Mercer University
Meredith College

Morgan State University
Norfolk State University

Phillips Academy
Princeton Theological Seminary

Queens University (North Carolina)
Randolph-Macon College

Rice University
Roanoke College

Rutgers University Scarlet & Black Project
Saint Louis University

Salem Academy and College
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Southern University Law Center
Southwestern University

Stanford University
Stillman College

Sweet Briar College
Texas Christian University

Tougaloo College
Towson University

Trinity College (Connecticut)
Trinity University (Texas)

Tufts University
Tulane University

Universidad del Rosario (Colombia)
University of Aberdeen (United Kingdom)

University of Bristol (United Kingdom)
University College Cork (Ireland)

University of Cambridge (United Kingdom)
University of Cincinnati
University of Delaware

University of Durham (United Kingdom)
University of Georgia
University of Glasgow

University of King’s College (Canada)
University of Liverpool

University of Manchester (United Kingdom)
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Mississippi

University of New Brunswick (Canada)
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

University of Nottingham (United Kingdom)
University of Pennsylvania

University of Richmond
University of South Carolina

University of the South (Sewanee)
University of Virginia (PCSU)

University of Warwick
University of Wisconsin–Madison

Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University

Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State University

Virginia Tech
Wake Forest University

Washington & Lee University
Washington University in St. Louis

Wesleyan College (Georgia)
Western Kentucky University

Wofford College
Xavier University

Yale University



• It’s okay to be uncomfortable. 
• It’s okay to have feelings.
• It’s okay to not know something or know how you feel about 

something.
• It’s okay to be wrong. 
• It’s okay to change your mind.
• This is a process. We are not going to solve all the worlds 

problems today… or this week… or the next!

Things to remember…



Questions?


