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“Two-generation (2Gen) approaches build family well-being by 
intentionally and simultaneously working with children and the adults in 
their lives. 2Gen approaches center the whole family to create a legacy 
of educational success and economic prosperity that passes from one 

generation to the next.” 
– Ascend at the Aspen Institute
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WTCS x 2GEN
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Why 2Gen?

Only 17% of parenting students complete any degree within six years, compared with 50% of students without children.²

Parenting students are 55% less likely to complete a degree than nonparenting students² 	






National Data 2019-2020 Academic Year 

• 45% of Veteran Undergraduates are Parents, 
286,000

• Dependent Children
• 44% = 1 child
• 56% = 2 or more children
• 44% have at least one child under the age of 6
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Veteran Undergraduate Student 
Parents

• Age
• 5% <25
• 17% 25-29
• 46% 30-39
• 32% ≥40

• 65% Married
• 48% First-gen

Veteran Undergraduate Students

• Age
• 20% <25
• 29% 25-29
• 29% 30-39
• 21% ≥40

• 27% Married
• 36% First-Gen

National Data 2019-2020 Academic Year 
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Veteran Undergraduate Student 
Parents Veteran Undergraduate Students

• Institution Type
• 45% Community or technical college
• 20% Public baccalaureate
• 21% Private for-profit
• 14% Private non-profit

• Enrollment
• 65% Full-time
• 35% Part-time

• Institution Type
• 49% Community or technical college
• 26% Public baccalaureate
• 11% Private for-profit
• 14% Private non-profit

• Enrollment
• 72% Full-time
• 28% Part-time

National Data 2019-2020 Academic Year 
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Veteran Undergraduate Student 
Parents

• Economic
• 20% could not come up with $500 

next month 
• 6% were recently homeless
• 24% are food insecure
• 17% participate in SNAP

• Employment
• 58% Full-time
• 10% Part-time
• 32% Not working

Veteran Undergraduate Students

• Economic
• 15% could not come up with $500 

next month
• 9% were recently homeless
• 21% are food insecure
• 5% participate in SNAP

• Employment
• 47% Full-time
• 22% Part-time
• 31% Not working

National Data 2019-2020 Academic Year 
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Support for Student Parents/Caregivers 
Across the WTCS

• Collect Single-Parent Data as a part of Federal Perkins CTE 
funding

• Colleges accessed CCAMPIS funding 
• A handful of colleges with childcare on campus
• Hearing students speak about their experiences accessing 

education as a parent
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Promising Practices
• Fox Valley Technical College

• Starting Point 2.0 Program
• Collaboration with YMCA/YWCA

• Milwaukee Area Technical College
• Childcare 
• Drop-in Care
• Automotive Program: Car Detailing for Parenting Students

• Blackhawk Technical College
• Family Friendly Study Room



Promising Practices
• Southwest Wisconsin Technical College

• Community scholarship for parenting students, ladder disbursement

• Madison College
• FamilyU Cohort
• Institutionalized Student Parent Support



Western Technical College
Bobby Lith
Student Parent Resource Navigator









JFF 2Gen Cohort
• Phase 1

• Three convenings
• Cross-functional stakeholders
• Strategy Map

• Phase 2
• Actionize Strategy Map

• Childcare
• Data
• Capacity Building



Family Friendly College Toolkit
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Toolkit Community of Practice
• Monthly Systemwide Conversations
• Topics led by Colleges as they navigate the toolkit and learn more 

about their parenting student population



Data
• System office will be working on building the capacity to collect 

student parent data beyond single-parent required
• Leverage data to better support parents that are seeking a post-

secondary credential



Q&A

stephanie.glynn@wtcsystem.edu
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